Hyperglucagonemia and hepatic ketogenesis in burned swine.
A porcine burn model demonstrates hypoglycemia in spite of hyperglucagonemia. The ketone response to free fatty acids is defined for the normal and burned pig. Ketogenesis is augmented beyond that expected from free fatty acids during the postburn period. These metabolic changes may be related to the hyperglucagonemia and/or the relative hypoinsulinemia observed in the burned pig.